Sponsored Ride and Stride 2009 and 2010

Organising the sponsored Ride and Stride event has become an essential part of our working schedule and is one of the main highlights of our calendar each year. The year 2010 will be no different and being able to keep in touch with so many people involved with churches and chapels in Nottinghamshire has been a pleasure ever since we took over the running of the event. The first few months of 2010 gave us the opportunity to officially confirm how our fundraising efforts for the past year had gone as we counted the money we had received from those involved with the Ride and Stride.

Every year we set ourselves great targets and the main one is always to do better than the previous year. We are certainly able to say we managed that in 2009, and not only that but it was our best year since we have been at the helm. With great delight we are in a position to report that the 2009 Ride and Stride exceeded the total amounts ever raised in individual years. In 2009 the weather was our best friend and by providing glorious sunshine throughout the day it helped us together with all our friends, which included riders, walkers, recorders and helpers, to reach the staggering amount of £18,921 which does not include Gift Aid which will provide us with a further income of £2,311. That will give us an overall total of £21,232 which according to records that we have in the office confirms this to be the best ever total since the event has been taking place in Nottinghamshire. We are very proud of that achievement but hope to emulate it in 2010. As already said the 2009 event was our most successful one thanks to the enormous help that we received throughout the year from our church and chapel representatives of 238 places of worship who took part in the event.

Work has been completed to return 50% of the sponsorship raised by each place of worship and that involved a great deal of administration work. The sponsorship we received for 2009 which is really worthy of a mention includes St Andrew's Church, Caunton, with £662.95, Rainworth Methodist with £530.00, St Giles' Church, Balderton, with £507.00, All Saints Church, Cotgrave, who raised £717.40 to record another amazing return of sponsorship as they go from strength to strength year after year, St James the Great Church, Brinsley, with £451.00, St Martin of Tours, Bilborough, with £718.50, another church which only joined the event in recent years, but is already proving to be a great addition, All Saints Church, Strelley, with £479, St Peter's Church, East Bridgford, with £446.14 and Southwell Minster who have raised £522.50. The biggest cheer though should go to St Cyprian's Church, Sneinton who have done an outstanding job and have managed to bring in a total of £739.00, which puts them in the lead for the 2009 event.

A lot of other churches have raised amounts ranging from £10 to £400 and their contribution is very valuable.

We have also been able in recent weeks to judge the entries for the Best Story Competition for the 2009 event and a cheque for £100 has been presented to St Barnabas Church, Inham Nook, for the story written by Gary Stephenson. Second place went to Adriana Fallon from St Peter's Church, Widmerpool, for the second year running, with third place going to Alan Clarke of St Mary Magdalen Church, Keyworth. There were a total of five entries and they were all judged by experienced journalist Tony Turner who works in our office in Keyworth.

Work has been completed on entering all the names of people who have signed the necessary forms to confirm they pay tax to allow us to produce a Gift Aid Claim and we have submitted the files for 2008 and 2009. At the same time work has been ongoing for the 2010 Ride and Stride event and arrangements are being made in order that we can have another bumper day come Saturday, 11 September. We have invited around 550 churches and chapels in the county of Nottinghamshire to take part and have received many positive replies.

There will be the usual three competitions again - a cycle will be awarded to the most active church or chapel who fields the strongest team of riders and walkers, a £50 cheque will be presented to the participant who visits the most places of worship which are normally less visited and are shortlisted by us as organisers, and finally a cheque for £100 will be given to the person who writes the most exciting story about the event.

Once again a reminder - make a note in your diaries - Saturday, 11 September, 2010, between 10am and 6pm - this is the date when the Ride and Stride will take place and we are hoping to see a great turnout as usual. And as we normally say every year - looking forward to seeing you in your saddles and in your walking shoes! Do not forget it is a healthy way to spend a day!
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